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"Maitland

The Hunter is one of Australia's economic
power houses, located approximately
two hours' drive north of Sydney.

The area spanning 31,000 square
Kilometres is made up of the Lower
Hunter (Newcastle, Port Stephens,

Lake Macquarie, Maitland, Cessnock,
Gloucester, and Dungog) and the Upper
Hunter (Singleton, Muswellbrook and the

Great Lakes). -
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> One of Australia’s Housing Affordability

largest regional Housing is more affordable in the Lower Hunter than
DDDL.IIE.’IﬂDT'IE other parts of the Greater '*-"E-tr-up:l'tarT Regian, The
cost of housing in the Lower Hunter is lower than
_ the state average and the rate of home awrnership (5
> Australia's oldest higher. Nevertheless, the MNew South Walas Government
wine-growing region recognises that housing affordability is an issue far
current and future housshaolds within the Hunter region.

> World'’s largest
coal export port

Property Investment

Newcastie and Maitlana have been wentified amang

) the maticn's top regions for praperty Investment by 3

> Australia’s panel of industry experts, with Mewcastle, Cessnock and
equine capital the Maitland ranked among the area’s top investment

locations. The strengih of the Hunter's mining sector

Has contributed to the strong showing, along with its

> Ene owerhou
rgy pewernouse relatively affordable housing.

> Fastest growing Capital Growth
regional airport Maitland's oroperty market is predicted to be amang
the best performers in Australia over the next two
> Major defence bases vears, with values forecast te rise by 15% or mare in
some suburbs. Experts predict that a growth rate of 15
= H uge tou rism 'fnd ustry e 20% wolld be sustainable over tha next threa years,

winich would see Hunter property prices autstrip those
in Sydney. Nurmerous Hunter suburips are also regularly
listed on Residex's State Markel Reports for their
cutstarnaing capital growth. Despite aeclining property
rmarkets throughout much of the state. double-digit
Cities - Newcastle, Port Stephens, growth in some areas in the Bunter could be considerea

Cessnock, Maitland, conservative:

Singleton, Muswellbrook

Population - 682,465 (2027)
Ares - 31,000 km2

& Lake Macquarie
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Popua’uon &
Emp oyment

The Hunter region is home to over 9%
of New South Wales' population, It is

also the state's largest growth centre
outside the Sydney basin. The Hunter
offers steadily growing employment

and investment opportunities across the
region as well as a quality lifestyle. The
Hunter is predicted to become home to a
population of one million people by 2050,



The peprlalion of The + funter region has recorded The
éarjaf nerease afmuf New ‘,Ssmﬂ- NA@W

oniside ;55{;{#4:4/ i recent yenars.

Population

The pooulation of the Maitland region has recordea the
largest Increase of any New South Wales region outside:
Syaney inrecent years Maitland Is the state’s fastests
growing (nland city, adding more than 1,000 residents
per year since 2006, The city's oopulation grew 14.7%
from 63,505 at the 2006 Censys to 73447 in 2013 ang
78,200 in 2016. Cessnock regorted the second highest
increase in the Hunter with 137 % grawth

A focus in developing new industry and diversifying the
economy will helo suppert the region’s 2016 pepulation
of 726,000 and the 18% population growth projected
over 20 years:to 2035

Employment

The Hunter has a lerge professional, skilled latour force
anag strong industrial relations record. |ts 288,600-strong
workforce has & large orooortion of residents with
certificate, diploma, or tertiary gualifications. The Hunter
Valley Research Foundation reports that emplayment
levels are stable throughout the Hunter region,

The foundation adds that emplioyment in the Hunter is
likely tor increase If local businesses seize coportunities
to invest and grow, particularly In Asia. A range of
ingustries, from agriculture to manufacturing, are likaly to
rean these rewards,
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Health

The Hunter has a reputation for providing
quality health care, with 24 public and
more than 20 private hospitals dotted

around the region.

The ffunier ffealth mr&ﬂfs'mfﬁéﬂ
t‘?ﬁi‘? aged coreservices, children and
(f’ﬁﬁtﬁb care, rugrant heallbvservices,

mother and éﬁéﬂ’f cAre, ffﬂtfﬂh}f ﬁﬁrfa?a?',
fﬁz&tﬂ(ﬂ;ﬁaﬁ&ﬁnd allernalive ﬁmn{,&@s.



New Maitland Public Hospital

The new Maitlana Hospital In Metford which s now completed
with 339 bed state-of-art Acute Care Facility and yill seryice
the antire lower Hunter region. Health services offered Include;
Surgical, paegiatric, maternity, mental health, renal including
dialysls, chernatherapy and Cral health,

John Hunter Hospital

The Jonn Hunter Hospital, one of Australia’s newest teaching
hospitals, is at the core of the local heaithcare sector, John
Hunter Hospital has over 350 beds. It Is the busiest trauma
centre in'the state and the only majar traurma service CIIJi’EldE'
Metropolitan Sydney, Speciaity areas of care include aEHTm’a; :
cancer, cleft palate, child pratection, cystle fibrosis, disbete
orthoogedics, sping bifida. traurma and heag injuries.

Royal Newcastle Centre

The Royal Newcastle Centre is a $112 million state-of-the-art
health facility, which opened on the Rankin Park campus, next to
Jonhn Hunter Hospital, in April 20086. It is home to many specialist
services and some medical, diagnostic and outpatient services
previoushy provided at the John Hunter Haspital,

Calvary Mater Newcastle

Calvary Mater Newcastle is situated in Waratah, Neweastle, in
the heart of the Hunter region. With 195 beds and subported

By an emergency cepartment and intensive cara unit, Ca.!va'ry
Mater Mewcastie is the Hunter regicn’s major centre for oncology
(cancer) services, haemaiology, clinical toxicology ang research,

Maitland Hospital

Maitiand Hospital s 8 196-ped heaalth facllity located 35 minutes
frorm the sohn Hunter. It offers a comprehensive range of health
services, incluging a 24-hour emergency department, maternicy
ward, coronary care, mental health facilities, ang surgical and
rehabllitation services. It will be replacad by a new larger hospital
In nearby Metford, which shoulg oe coeraticnal by 20019,

Belmont Hospital

Balmont Hosplital is a 75-bed acute facility In Lake Macguarie,
Services provided incluge general medicing ana surgery, day
surgery, coronary care, aynaecciogy, necnatal, obstetrics and a
Z4-hour amergency departmeant.

$3.8 million Ambulance Station at Rutherford.

Construction of the naw $3.8 millicn Rutherford Ambulance
Station has officially commenced. Snce completed, The naw
facility will enable local NSW Ambulance paramedics to meet the
future dernand for emergency medical care in the Hunter Reglon
and will featura extenden facliities lixe administration ang office
areas, amenities. logistics and storage areas. an education facility
and zone manacgement,
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Tertiary education 1s Off
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The University has recently completed

the new $95 Millhon CBD campus -

NeW Space, which will be a catalyst for

growth in the city centre.
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ThaHunter hasan excallent educational system with putlie-and
private schoals spread throughaut. Private schools [nclude Huntear
Valley Grammar School at Ashtonfield, Newcastie Grammar
Schoal, Scone Grammar School, St Catherine's Cathollc College at
Singleton, Bishap Tyrrall Analican College at Flatchar, Macguarie
College at Wallsend, and 5t Philip's Christian College which has
campuses-at Waratah, Salamander Bay 8 Cessnock,

The University of Newcastle (UWON)

& multl-campus instituie located across 10 sites worldwide:
Mevwcastie, Central Coast, Port Macguarie, Crange, Sydney,
Tarmwarkh, Arinicale, Tares, Moree, and study hub in Singapare

The Hunter Institute of Technology

Ihe dunter Institute of Technology TAFE is the largest orovider of
yvocational education and training in the Hurnter. More than 64,000
students are enralled across a wide range of caourses,

TheHunter Valley Training Company has employed and trained
more than 18.000 Australlans aver the last three decades.
Currently a large number of its aoprentices work in mining,
manufaciuring, and ratl campanies.

Tocal College

Situated in Paterscn, Tocal College orovides a unioue blend of
agricultural training and practical experience for school-leavers
ard others interested in pursuing agricultural industry careers,

Hunter School of Perfarming Arts

An Upgrade is being planned for the Hunter School of Performing
Arts which includes an enhanced: multl-ourpose centrewith
oyvmnasium, hall ang perfarmance space, perfarming arts
workshops, dance and drama studios and outdoor games courts
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The Hunter 1s a vibrant, cosmopolitan

region. With Newcastle as its heart, the

region offers the services and facilities of

a city with the relaxed pace of a regional
centre. Some 600 000 people, Australia’s
argest regional population, enjoy the
pleasures of urban, beach, lakeside or

rural living in the Hunter.



Something for Everyone

The area has it all ana-all within easy commuting distance
of Sydney, |Ust two Hours south, A perfect combination of
yibrant city life and relaxed regianal living, the Hunter is the
Ideal place towork, rest, and alay.

Residents enjoy diverse employment choices, the chance to
choose a lifestyle by the beach or Ina rural setting, excellent
heaith and education facilities, and the luxury of timea that
comes from short commuting distances between work and
lelsure pursuits. The Hunter also offers a range of affordable
housing Gptions for residents.

The Great Qutdoors

T'he Hunter's superb waterways, national parks and vildlife
reserves beckon outdoars enthusiasts. For water [overs, the
regicn has pristine beaches, the jargest saltwater lake in
Australia (Lake Macquarie), the Hunter River flowing fram
the Wpper Hunter, and the peautiful bays of Port Stephens
Just & shaort drive aWway. Resigents and visitors can indulge
Imall kinds ef water sports Including sailing, water-skiing,
surfing, fishing, swimming, white watar rafting, and sven
dalohin watching.

For those that prefer dry land, world-heritage listed
Barrington Tops National Park. Myall |akes Natianal

Park, and Watagan State Forest will not disaoooint. Thieir
bushwalking trails and ecotourism facilities are sure to excite
even themest segsonea adventurer. Blackoutt Reserve, just
15 minutes from Mewecastle CBD, s another must see for
nature lovers, I1ts native flora and fauna is showcased In vast
unspoiit bushlana.

Wining & Dining

The Hunter's culinary delights are sure to tempt, Wwith

a vast array of dinlng experiences to enjoy throughout

the region. Choose from alfresce dining In cosmotaolitan
cafes to segfood restaurants by the ocean. There's a place
and taste to suit any meod and any budaet. Of course
thera's ropetter way to enjoy the loeal culsire than at
grie of the region’s world famous wineries, Vineyards
stretch throughout the reglon, where you'll find gaurmet
restaurants, world class resorts, guaint bed arid breakfasts,
ard cellar doors.

'-l'_'_r-' . T
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Utilities

The Hunter region is one of Australia's
fastest growing regions and, with a
dispersed local population, utilities and
telecommunications are all intearal
services for the area. From pristine
feeding into three dams, to being one of
the first locations in Australia to receive
NBN access, the Central Coast is well-
serviced both now and into the future.

The Flrnlers telecormennicalions
nelwvork rivals ﬁmfc?"aqfwfﬁtf cilies.



Electricity

IheHunter has four power stat ons, with ample capacity
to service any size develooment. Haavy industry can liaise
directly with the generation companies Drigin Energy and
AGL Macquarie.

Ausgrid is the largest retailer of electricity In Australia.

It suoplies electricity toonearly half of New South VWWales
residants, includging more than 240,000 customers i the
Huntet, including Toemageo Aluminium and CineSteel, Other
electriclty retailers suoplying oower in the Hunter Region
include AGL Electricity, Integral Energy, and COrigin Energy,

Gas

Reticulated natural gas is avallanle to most inoustrial sitas
in the Hunter. Supply is subject to matienal structural reform
which encourages competition to keep prices down.

Water supply

The Newcastle, Lake Macguarie, Port Stechens, Maitland and
Cessnock local government areas are serviced with mains
water supplied by the Hunter Water Corporation (HWC)

The H'WC owns three sources of water: Chichester and
Grahamstown Dams andthe Tamago Sardbeds,

State \Water owns gams at Glenbawn, Glennies Creek

and Lostock in the Ugper Hunter, It supplies water to
Muswellbrool, Singleton and Scong, with the local councils
providing the gistribution netwark.

Drinking weater in the Hunter Is of a very high standard and
well within the national guideline requirements.

Sewage and Waste Management

The Hunter Water Carporation is an Australlan leader in
innavation for effluent use. It provides the reliable transport
of sewage throughout its area of cperations via a waste
water pipe netwark and treatment system. Waste water
charges vary according fo the strength and volurmes
gencrated, as well as the organisation’'s proximity to the
treatment waorks,

Telecommunications

TheHunter's telecarnmunications netwark rivals that of
capital cities. The region is serviced by naticnal carriers
including Telstra, Telstra Country Wigse, Optus, ang AAPT.

Thea Federal Communications Ministerannounced saveral
Hunter suburbs, including Warners Bay, Belmont, Mount
Hutton, Merewether, and Mewcastle, would be amonast the
first in New South Wales o receive the National Broadband
MNetwork, This high-speed service is belleved to be the key
to reviving the local small business sector. The fiore to the
noda rollout s expected fo be delivered by June 2015,

T oPtinir
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Transport

The Hunter's central location and

mpressive transport infrastructure

give it a competitive edge In accessing
Australian and international markets
Centrally located on Australia's eastern
seaboard, between Melbourne and
Brisbane and within two hours' drive from
Sydney, the Hunter is ideally situated to
access the 10.7 million people living in

these cities

The ~Fort of. Neweastle és the economic
and rade cenlre /‘&?r the resonree -rich
A frnler g@fﬂﬂ-. TCis Fustralia’s
oldest anAd The fﬁ{yﬁf /f:;?f‘?—'_ {?{f 2'&;1:&@&-
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Alr

Theregion’s majorgirport, Neweastle Ajrport (Willlamtown), s
serviced by direct daily flights from Sydrey, Brisbane, Melbourne,
Canberra, Ballina, and the Gold Coast. All three maior domestic
carriers (Qantasiink, Virgin Australla, Jetstar) as well as regional

carriers {RegionalExpress and Fly Pelican) cperate services Inand
out of Newecastle Alrport.

Newicastle Airpart Termina! recently added a new arrivals hall and
dedicated customs, immigraticn, and guarantine facilities as part
of the first stage of $80 million weorth of upgrades. These services
will aliaw Meweastle Airoort to weleame international flights
teyond the current New Zealand routes in the future, The second
stade of the develcpment has sean the ariginal terminal space
transformed into a departure lounge. On 14th Aorll 2022, the
Federal Government committed $55 Million In funding to Upgrade
the Interfational terminal. Mare than L25 millian oassengers
passed through Meweastle Airport 1n 2017 - up almest 80,000
comoared to the pravious year,

Road

The Hunter has.a highly developed network of highways and arterial
roads, This combined with more than 100 national and regional
transport companies cperating In the regian allows for fast and
efficient maovement af frelght. & core road netwark consisting of 2 2
Maotorways and key highways, facilitates the smooth flow of traffic
inta and out of the Hurter

The Ml Pacific Motcrway s part of the Natienal Highway netwerk. It
is-the maln corridor [nking Newcastle (o Syanay, providing a driving
tirme of a fittle maore than two hours between the two clties. |t carries
more than 75000 cars ang 7,000 heavy vehicles each cay. Thea M
also connects Meweastle with Brisbang, ana has links to the New
england and Pacific Highways and the M5 Huntel Expressway,

The Australian and M5V Governmernts [ointly funded the
construction of the $1.7 Billion MiE Hunter Expressway. The 40
kilormetres of dual carriageway has vasthy improved travel time for
motorists betveen the Mi Pacific Motorway and the Lipper Hunter,

The New England Hignway provices passage to Bristane and to
the 'north-west of New South Wales via the New England region. It
(s the preferred route for road freight through to Brisoane, ang the
best way for locals to access the Upper Hunter towns of Maitland,
Singieton, Muswellbrack and Scone

The Pacific Highway runs frem Syaney o Brisbhane along the New
South Wales coastline, passing throuah the centre of Mewecastle.

The Hunter aiso has o network of arterial roads that link the major
industrial suburios of Newcastle and Lake Macguarie with the Port of
Mewcastle, Neycastie Alrport and the maior highways.
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Rail Transit

A comprenensive rail network operates within the Hunter regicon.
Passenger and general freignt train services link the Hunter with
Syaney, Brishane, and regional cities in the state’s northweast
including Tamworth and Moree,

The rall network is also linked to the Port of Newcastle providing a
smaoth transition between sea and lang for the movement of bulk
items such as coal, alumina and containerised cargo. Much of the
agricultural produce from the state's northwest |s exported thraugh
the Port of Newcastle via the rail links to these areas.

The Central Coast and Mewcastle train line from Sydney passes
througn Fassifern, Cardiff, Broadmeadow, and Hamilton, Passengers
can then take a shuttle bus to the Newcastle city centre or catch
connecting train services 1o Maitland,

The Hunter line commences at Maitland and passes through
Dungog, Glouwcester and-other Hunter Valley towns before arriving
ir Hamilton,

CityRaill operates regular dally services between Hamilton and
Syaney with a-travel time of 2.5 hours, Half-hourly services run from
Hamilton to Maitland, while three services per day apérate batween
Muswellbrook and Hamiiton,

Bus/Ferry

State Trans/t operates bus services throughoul Neweastla and Lake
Macquarie suburbs, Private bus services also provide connections
with Upper and Lower Hunter towns and Newcastle to complament
the government-operated services. Inaddition, a ferry service from
Mewcastle to Stockton across the Hunter River links residents in the
beachside suourb to the central business district.



Regional
INvestments

Stockland Green Hills Shopping Centre

Stockland has investad $414 Million over the past two yvears to
redevelope and expand Stockland Green Hills. The Centre has
more than doubled in size to 74.000m?, reflecting very strong
customer demand - the largest retall redevelooment to be
comiteted in Australla this year.

Rebuilding of Hunter Sports High School

Hunter Sports High Schaol in Gateshead, which nurtures the
talents of the Hunter's maost athletic students,; will be completely
rebuilt, after beig allccated aver 520 million dollars frorm the state
nudget to redevelop the schoaol. The improvements, Including new
olaying fielas, classrooms, and arts and science labs, will benefit
more than 800 enrcllea students and teachers, Construction
commence in September 2015 and nears completion,

$8.6 Million Maitland Sportsground Upgrade

The State Government anc Maitland City Council have sa-
far invested a total of $8.6 million to upgrade the Maitlana
Sportsgroung. The site receivea a brang new grandstand and
improved plaver facilities.

Maitland Sportsground will be transformed into a hub for a variety
of Hunter sgorts, with stage two of the complex's uporade to top
more than $10m ininfrastructure spending.

Construction of New Hospital at Metford

The Lower Hunter has & new public hospital on the eastern side
of Metford Road, Metford, Witn the total investrnent in excess
of $470 Million by the Federal Government, with 239 Beds it |5
six times larger than the existing public Facility. [t is now fully
operational,

Establishment of Newcastle Light Rail

A new light rail system is part of a2 range of measures designed

to revitalise Mewcastle, The service will travel aast from the naw
Wickham transport interchange along the original rail corrigor before
maying scuth down Hunter Street and terminating at Pacific Park

The University of Newcastle's NeW Space

Mevy Space Is & 595 million education precinct, part of the
University of Newcastle, located in the NMewcastle CBD. The Me'W
Space Learning Centre hosts business and law programs, social
learnirg spaces, collaborative researcn spacesand digital library
services which aliow students to connect with local businesses
and the wider community.

T wlifientir - Regional Brofile
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Australia's oldest wine region anc one

of its most famous with around 1800
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Wine

lhe region s nome to more than 120 wineries and cellar doors, far
surpassing any cther wire-growing district in the country, Most of
thesa are boutigue operations producing 500 tonnes of wine or lass
per annum.

3ulit on the soild foundations of semilion and shiraz. the Hunter's
wire range |5 expanding, with excellent vergelho ang chardonnay
and, more recently, chamoourcin s variety that has had only &
limited *allowing to date. Hunter Valley wines refiect the region's
temperate climate, healthy rains, and fertile soils, which are set belaw
thedramatic backaroo of the Brokenback Ranges,

Power Generation

he Hunter's four pov/er stations generate over 80% of New Sauth
Viales' electricity supply. Jrigin Enargy oviins-a power station al
=raring, in the Lewer Hunter, and AGL Macguarie cperates the other
three: Baysvater, Liadell, and Hunter Valley 6T, L

Mining

e Hunter has a $12 billlan a year coal Industry With mora than 150
million tonnes exported anndally comprising aporoxmately 24%

of the region's total exoorts. The Hunter produces over 36% of
austraiia’s aluminium, Mewcastle is the biggest coal port in the warld,
exporting $12.47 billion werth of goods in the 2014 fiscal year, and it
CONUnuUes o grow.

Tomago Aluminium: Ternago Aluminium iz cne of Australia’s leading
alumifium smielters. Tomago employs around 250 people and
produces nearly 550,000 tonnes of aluminium each year. It contributes
more than $1.6 billion annually to the celntry's eccnomy. Tomagao
Aluminiumm has been a part of the Hunter region for over 25 yvears.

BHP Billiton: BHP Bllliton's open cut thermal coal mine at Mt Arthur
I5 the largest ingividual coal production site in the Hunter Valley, Mt
&rthur Coal currently produces around 32 million tonnes of run-
of-mine coal each year for local and international customers in the
eriergy sector, The ming racently received approval for operation
until 2026,

Coal & Allled (Managed by Rio Tinte): Hunter “alley Operations
{HVE), lecated 24km northwest of Singleton, supplies Internaticna
rarkets with rmore than 13 milllon tonnes of thermal and semi-soft
coking coal each year. Hunter Valley Ooerations 5 managed oy Coal
& Allied Inaustries Limited, & ioint venture betweean Rio Tinto and
Mitsubishi Development

Equine

Aystralia's equine capital of Scone s the annual destination for the
world's top breeding stallions with over 70 stugs. Over %2 billicn has
bean investaed in the region's stud farms and horses in recent years,
This "Horse Capital of Australia” s second onby to Kentucky for the
argest concentration of horse studs, Scone also boasts a world-class
enune rasearch, training, racing and education centre
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Defence and Aerospace

The Hunter has several majar military bases including Australia’s
primary jet fighter base. Theregion s home to the Australlan
heagguarters of key dafence cornpanies Boeing, Thales, Varleys,
Forgacs, Lockheed Martin, L3, and Raytheon. It also serves asa
maintenance base for major aerospace cormpanies BAE ang Jetstar,
The Royal Australlan Alr Force (RAAFY base at Willlamtown and
Singletan army barracks are also key deferice locations in the Hunter
Willamtown's BAAF base empbloys approxirnately 3500 persornel and
iniects $280 million per annum in saiaries into the Hunter's economy.

Manufacturing

The manufacturing Industry |s a maior economic arlver in the

Hunier tnanks to kKey sectors inciuding metals processing, transpart,
machinery and equipment rmanufacture, chemlcal processing, mining,
defence, and llght ingustry

Agribusiness

The local agricusiness industry s valued at more than 31 killicn
annually. It includes agriculture, norticulture, timber/paper orogucts,
souaculture, food processing, and manufacturing of products such as
fertlisers:

Tourism

Toursm, a key component of the Hunter's economy, s manly basad
inthe vineyards-district. This wing-growing area is gna of the most
important markets for national and international tourism in the state;
ranking as the most pepuiar tourist destination outside of Sydnay! In
turn, the Lower Funter vinevards represant the single most impertant
tourist attraction within the Hunter region. Wine tourism in the Hunter
Valley Isestimated to beiworth $521 millicn,

Major wine ingustry publications froim arouna the world say the Hunter
is one of the best wine tasting regions on the planet. Wine Enthusiast,
which bills itseif as the world's largest wine and spirits oeriadical,
named the region amiong ts ten best wine travel destinations
worldwide: The award recognised the Hunter based on overall cultural
experence, Umeliness, travel Infrastructure, and Wwine acuality.

The Hunter's close proximity to Sydney and its-broad range of tourism
activities attracted 2.9 million domestic overnight visitors, almeast 5.7
millian domestic day trip visitors; and 141,600 internaticnal visitors.

The Hunter valley nas earned a reputation as one of the world's best
wine travel aastinations, It isaso listeo as one Australia’s top 10 most
popiiar halioay spots.



